20th Australian Jamboree

IT&T Press Release

Almost 13,000 people will converge on a 54 hectare site at Woodhouse near Crafers in the Adelaide Hills from 5th to 15th January 2004 when Scouts Australia holds their 20th Jamboree. A small city will be established on the site requiring many of the services provided in a normal town of this size including sewerage, water, and power reticulation. As well as being a place for Scouts and leaders to live for 10 days, the Woodhouse camp site will also provide activities and events for participation and entertainment. Other activities will be held at other localities in the area including the Belair National Park, Adelaide City Centre, and aquatic activities at West Lakes.

As you can imagine, the logistics for such an event are phenomenal. Over the 10 days of the event, participants will consume 50,000 sausages, 2,000 Kg of Icecream, 5,000 Kg of cold meat, and 1,000 Kg of Vegemite, There will be almost 60,000 bus trips and a bus will leave the bus bay every two minutes during the event.

In order to manage the logistics of the event and associated activities it has been necessary to develop an IT&T facility equivalent to that used by a medium to large business. The onsite PABX will operate similar to a public telephone exchange in a small town, connection 250 on site telephones, faxes and modem connected computers to each other and the rest of the world via 40 ISDN circuits. The onsite IT Facilities will allow the connection of about 200 computer workstations and associated facilities to an Intranet and the world wide web.

The Intranet facilities will be used by leaders and managers to manage the logistics of all aspects of the Jamboree including ordering, storing and delivering supplies, managing health and safety matters, keeping track of people, managing transportation movements etc. Facilities will also be provided for interactive games for Scout activities including an on site game using video imaging, laser guns and GPSs to allow participants to save the world from alien invaders. Cybertrek@adelaide is an innovative interactive game used in the Adelaide City area to guide participants through the sights of Adelaide whilst participating in a competitive computer game.

The IT Network on the site will be based on Long Range Ethernet technology provided by the major sponsor, Cisco. This innovative technology allows ordinary telecommunications cable to be used to transmit 5 to 20 Mb/s over relatively long distances.

Much of the IT facilities is supported by sponsors, including Dell and Hewlett Packard who have provided servers, Microsoft who have provided server software, Millenium Business Solutions who are establishing the server system and setting up workstations to interface, and many other supporters who have provided such things as telephones, work lights, cable, professional advice etc. The estimated value of IT&T facilities provided exceeds $1 Million.
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